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March 15, 2016 
 
Hello Church, 
 
I am writing to let you know of some exciting changes that are taking place with our 
south side outreach ministry.  As many of you know this ambitious outreach ministry 
began as an idea to reach out to people in a part of our community that we felt would 
benefit from the witness and ministry of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) as 
experienced through First Christian Church.  We began in a unique way by having 
breakfast and worship fellowship on Sunday morning in a pub, specifically Walt’s Other 
Pub.  The enthusiasm that was part of that launch was evident from the beginning and our 
hope of reaching unchurched and dechurched (people who at one time attended a church, 
but had stopped attending) bore fruit. Over the next several years there were several 
twists and turns in the ministry, some planned, some unanticipated, but through it all we 
know that over the course of that time that over 200 different people attended at least one 
worship service and twenty people have become a part of the church.  Many of you at one 
point or another have attended at least one of the south side worship services.  Over that 
same five year period the place where we have held the worship has changed.  We left 
Walt’s and worshipped at Judy’s Catering for several months.  We realized that setting 
didn’t quite fit our needs and a search for a new location led us to Earhart Elementary 
School.  We have been worshipping Sunday mornings at Earhart for a little over two 
years now.   
 
About three months ago we began to ask ourselves if God might not be leading us toward 
a new direction for this ministry, a reimagining of what this ministry could be.  We were 
prompted to have that conversation because while the ministry has continued to soar 
spiritually it had plateaued in number.  Approximately 50 people are closely associated 
with this ministry and on any given Sunday about 20 to 25 people are attending.  This has 
been the case for a little over a year now.  After much discussion and prayer we have 
discerned that God is leading this part of First Christian’s ministry in a new direction.  
We have begun to reimagine how this ministry can continue to reach the unchurched and 
dechurched.   Beginning March 30th, 2016 the south side ministry will relocate to 
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downtown and focus on reaching out to people in the downtown area.  We will be 
worshipping on Wednesday evening in the fellowship hall which will be transformed into 
a coffeehouse type setting.  We will be making every effort to let people downtown know 
they are welcome and invited for Coffee and Communion.  With the core group that 
already exists and the enthusiasm for this new way of continuing our worship theme ‘God 
Conversations’ we believe that the Lord has great plans to use this ministry to reach 
people in the downtown area and beyond with the Good News about Jesus Christ.  
Reverend Nancy Eberhard will continue to provide leadership for worship and the change 
of day and time will allow me to become more involved.   We have learned much, grown 
in our faith, and witnessed God’s grace at work in this ministry over the last five years.  
And now we look forward to what new things God will do through this ministry in the 
coming days, months, and years ahead.  
   

‘GOD CONVERSATIONS: 
COFFEE AND COMMUNION’ 

BEGINS MARCH 30TH, 2016 
COME AND SEE HOW GOD CONTINUES TO MAKE ALL 

THINGS NEW! 
 
 
Peace,  
 
 
 
 


